Correcting ot our Calendar; |; 71 


heologically, Theoretically, and Mathemati- 
cally demonſtrated. 
/ 921 A. 21 


CONTAINING,  —— 


Firſt the Year, Day, and Time, when the Sun and Moon were + 
firſt placed and conſpicuous in the Heavens, with a brief Chro-. 
nology from the Creation to the Birth of Chriſt. _ 

II. The Paſſion, Death, and Reſurrection of our Lord, and if the = 
Paſſion-Day, on our 7 Burſday or Friday. - =: - 

III. The Solemn Feaſt of Eaſter, and the Primitive Traditions 


and Controverſies about the 'T'ime and Day of Celebration, with 
new and correct Tables of Eaſter. 


IV. Propoſitions for correcting our Calendar, and removing our 
Fixed and Moveable Feſtivals, to their true Times and Seaſons + 
according to God's Command and Inſtitution, without having WE” 
any Regard to the Gregorian Correction. "= 

v. Feſtivals directed by New or Full Moons exploded ; 3 the Infti- 
tution and Celebration of the Paſchal Lamb in E Gt; the - "= 
Paſſover, and all Zeriſh Ceremonies abſolutely aboliſhed. "3 $0 


VI. The Antient and Preſent Arian Hereſy exhibited ane 
ploded. 3 


VII. The Godhead, Divinity, Perſonality, and Unity of the maſk 3 "= 
Holy Trinity prov'd, and. defended againſt the Unitarian Do» 
ctrine of the Preſent Arians, as publiſhed an — by them 9 
and others; and for ſuppreſſing the new Arian Meeting Na 4 | 
now errected and opened in Southwark. 8 1 
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Printed in the Year MDCCXXXMI; 


4 Theoretical Mathematical and Theological 


Demonſtration and Computation, of the Tear, Day, 
and Time, when the Sun and Moon were firſt Pla- 
ced, and Conſpicuous in the Heavens, and Conſe- 


quently the World's Creation, "© 
E ROBERT BROWNE. 
Theorem. 
E Sun and Moon we may believe were Pla- 
fourth Day: And at that Time began to act 
upon each other, by the Force, or Impetus-of 


Gravity, that conſequently the Sun was then 
in one of the Equinoxes, in Apogee, and the 
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Wedneday, being the fourth Day of the Creation with us, muſt 
begin about 2 or 3 in the Afternoon, on Tue/day, for the Evening 


un was Conſpicuous about 8 in the Morning, on Wedneſday with 
s, being Noon at Havi/ah, and the Moon about 2 or 3 in the 
Evening with us, being ſix there, and then ended the fourth Day. 

Now we read 7o/oua the 1oth, 13, 14, that the Sun ſtood ſtill 


that the Sun returned ten Degrees backward in the Sundial of Ahazs 
this indeed proves the Rotation of the Earth upon its Axis, be- 


made the World, he made Time alſo, and that Time is * 
| A 3 


ced, and Conſpicuous in the Heavens on the 


Moon nearly oppoſite, and alſo in Apogee. That 


and the Morning were the fourth Day : And our Meridian 3 or 4 
ours Weſt of Havilah: Hence we may conjecture, that the 


and the Moon ſtayed about a whole Day; and in 1/aiah 38th, hs 


auſe the Moon ſtood alſo, yet this is of no Account with us in | 
our Computation as to the Sun; for if the Earth ſtood ſtill, the 
Day ſtood ſtill alſo, and we are but where we was; for when God 


% 


with us by the Rotation; then no Rotation, no Time, and con- 
ſequently the Moon, being as it were a Satellite to the Earth it is like 
had no Motion for that Time, the going Back in the Caſe of Abaz 
is much the ſame. 9 1 5 N | 
Now as to the true Time and Age of the World, there has been 
many Opinions ; and it ſeems from all to be left Difficult and Pre. 
carious : For as to the Year of the Birth of our Lord from the Cre. 
ation, Chronologers differ much from each other: Euſebius laid 
down 5199. Jerome computes it to be 3965, Epiphanius 5480, 
Nicephorus 5505, The old Rabbins 3759. Ludivicus Carretus, 2 
Few, 3760. Carion 3944. Phrigio 3962. Theodorus Zinger 3964. 
Citreus 3962. Luther 3960. Eliot 3962, The Miniſters of Ei. 
urine 3974. Democbares 3959. But the common Accounts 
Lenght in by Dionyſius the Leſs, hold, that Chriſt was Born in the 
Year of the World 3950: So likewiſe concerning the Time -of 
the Year, in which the World was created: There has been much 
Controverſy about it, and although Retſner and others, by divers 
Arguments, hold that it was made in the vernal Equinox, yet Sca. 
liger, Calviſius, Helvicus and others maintain and conclude that it 
was created in the Equinox of the Autumn, which is evident from 
Gen. the iſt it was not; for there it is ſaid, Gen. 1, ver. 12. And 
the Earth brought forth the Bud of the Herb that ſeedeth Seed, accord. 
" ing to his Kind, and the Tree yeilding Fruit, whole Seed was in itſelf, 
after his Kind. Hence the Seed was not yet brought forth, but 
remained in the Myſtery of God's Creation of thoſe Vitals, until 
the proper Seaſon which followed after the Creation of the two 


great Luminaries ; elſe Nature muſt havealtered its firſt Property _ 


Autumn to Spring: Which it is evident it has not, unleſs we cou 
find the Garden of Eden South of the Equater, which was ſituate 


near Havilah, about the Latitude of 33 Degrees North, 3 or 4 


Hours Eaft of London : Now our following Computation will de- 
cide all theſe different and idle Notions repugnant to holy Scripture, 
which always proves true, when compared with the Truth; 
and it will appear evident, that our Conſtructions cannot err one 
quarter Part of one Day. | 

Now the mean Motion of the Sun from my Obſervations and 
the precedent Conſtruction was March the gd, zh, 45m, paſt Noon, 
1725 : 11 Signs, 28 Degrees, and 96-1000 Parts, and the Place 
of the Earth's Perihelion, or the Sun's Apogee, 3 Signs, 8 De- 
grees, and 207-1000 Parts, which brought back to December the 
31, at Noon, 1720, the Sun's mean Motion will then be, 
9s 202 888, and the Place of the Sun's Apogee 3s 89.134, and 
the mean Motion of the Moon, from the vernal Equinox, as it is 
now computed 2 s 28% 891, and the mean Place of her Apogee 
23 122 137, hence. | Epocha 


31 


H 


Mean Mot. Apogee | Mean Mot. A 


> Epocha and Time. e. | f the 2 lof the Of of the D of e «| 

Anno Chriſti 1721. [9 20 883 8 134 2 28 8912 12 137 
, Motion for 1000 Years] © 7 500Þ0 17 z50| 6 r8 1110.11 85 
6 Motion for 700 Years] o 5 2500 12 o82Þ11 24 67701 14 295 
J otion for 20 Years | © o 15cſo © 345 4 13 $62.3 3 837 
, This ſubſtr. from 1721] 0 12 9000 29 77/0 26 350 29 982 
1 eaves the Motions | 3 988 2 8 457 4 2 54119 12 155 
: ec. 31. after the Birth of Chriſt according to the Julian Period: 
. Motion for 3000 Years} o 22 5ooſt 21 765] 7 24 333]t $ 55 
5 Motion for goo Years | © 6 7500 15 531] 8 10 29908 22 66 
e otion for 60 Vears [o o 450% 1 035] 1 10 686 
i Motion for 7 Years 1 29 313jo o 120 
i Sum ſubſtrat - -| o 29 132 8 4510 
ea ves "FT 3-0 975% © oo 
; Mot. from this to April 2 28 708 o 004 
, Motion for 23 Days o 22 oo o 002 

AY - — — 

þ . 3 3530 © | O O12] 5 17 291 O 289 
f Subſtract 8 Hours - -| © © 329 © 4 392] C 37 
t Subſtract 35 ante 0 o o 320 3 
il Subſtract * 232 o 4712 O 40 
k Leaves the Mean Mot. | © o 1 6 12 57915 © 219 
7 And the equated place | 1 
i of t on and Apog. 2 5 12 1195 9 734! 
4 


And this is the 3966th Year before the Birth of our Lord, and 
6 the Cycle of the Sun for this Time 19, the Dominical Letter E, 
and the Day of the Week Vedneſday, being the fourth Day of the 
4 Creation, at 3 Hours, 25 Minutes in the Morning with us, , 
' and about 6 in the Forenoon at Eden, the fourth Day becauſe 
* the Evening and the Morning was the fourth Day, and muſt 
: conſequently, be the Year and Time when the World was created, 
1 according to the Julian Period; for no other Time can be compa- 
; red with this Propoſition, but this, as will appear by the following 
Fl Computations : And it will alſo appear, that it was Full Moon a- 
s bout 9 in the Evening, the ſixth Day, in which God created Man 
1 upon the Earth. 
a 


A 2 1 


Fs 


1 


. owe is Ho. and 14 — Dom. ] Mean Mean Place Mean Apd- 

and [Minutes of the Let- Place of of the | gee of the 
Days. P. M. | Sun. | ters, [the Sun.“ Moon. Moon. 

Apr. 22 612] 5 B26 © ©| 3 16 59040 o 543 

22] 12 o| 6 | G o Of 7 29 18011 11 237 

2217 49 | 7 F ſo o o o 11 747] © 21 924 

7 22 23 37 |. 8 [E lo o of 4 24 315] 2 2 618 

22] 5 28 9 [O Clo o of 9 6 $99] 3 13 307 

5] 220 11 16] 10 | B ſo o of 1 19 485] 4 24 004 

217 511 A {o o of 6 2 obo] 6 4 688 

22] 22 53 | 12 | G [ſo o of1o 14 630] 7 15 382 

22 4 44 | 13 Ff Elo o of 2 27 2o8| 8 26 0% 

22] 10 32 | 14 | D o of 7 9 79800 6 773 

22 16 21 | 15 C o O11 22 37311 17 452 

22] 22 9|16 | Y o of 4 4 944 o 28 146 

22 4 o|17 [A Go o ol 8 17 517]2 8 836 

22] 9 48 | 18 F'ſo o of 1 © 100 3 19 537 

. 22] 15.25 | 19 Oo 0 95 12 119 5 9 734 

220 21 26] 20 | D oo © 99 25 264| 6 10 908 

22 3 16 | 21 [C Yo © o 2 7 834 7 21 600 

22 9 422A ſo o o 6 20 412]9 2 312 

22] 14 53 23 | G ſo o oj11 2 996610 12 982 

22 20 42 | 24 F jo o 3 15 5711.23 572 

22] 2 32 25 E Dio o c| 7 28 151] 1 4 364 

22 8 20 | 2 | C jo o of © 10 724] 2 15 081 

221 14 9|27 | B jo o 94 23 3os| 3 25 746 

22] 19 58 | 28 | A ſo o c|9g 5 888] 5 6 336 

22] 148] 1 S FO o 9 18 470 6 17 131 

22 7 36 2] E ſo o 6 1 038] 7 27 820 

22] 13 25 3 [3D o cio 13 616) 9 8 511 

221 19 15 | 4 C jo o © 2 26 202|10 19 202 

22] 1 4] [B Aso o 7 8 7791 29 895 

220 6 52 6 | G o ot 21 347] 1 10 584 

22 12 41 | 7 F ſo Ol 4.. 3 925 2 21 275 

13949) 22 18 zi [8 | & lo o olo 16 521 4 1 900 


} a 


Hence none of theſe aſſumed Years comes near the Matter in 
Hand ; but 3974, and that on our Saturday Evening, and the 
Beginning of the firſt Day, according to the Creation, which doth 
not agree with the Scripture: Now we ſhall incert the Account 
from the Creation, as it is found in the Scripture itſelf, which 


comes directly 


follow. 


to the very Year of our Computation, as 


| Gen 


551 


Cen. 11, Ver. 1oth, From the Creation to the Flood 1855 
From the Flood, to the Birth of Arphaxed 07 ; 
Ver. 12, From the Birth of Arphaxed, to the Birth of Selah | 35 
Ver. 14, From the Birth of Selab, to the Birth of Eber © 30 
Ver, 16, From the Birth of Eber, to the Birth of Peleg | 3 4 
Ver. 18, From the Birth of Peleg, to the Birth of Rez I 3o 
Ver. 20, From the Birth of Rex, to the Birth of Serug 32 
Ver. 22, From the Birth of Serug, to the Birth of Nabor 30 
Ver. 22, From the Birth of Nahor, to the Birth of Terab 29 
Ver. 26, From the Birth of Terab, to the Birth of Abram 70 


From the Creation, to the Birth of Abram 94.8 


Gen, 21ſt, 5th, From the Birth of Abram, to the Birth of Iſaac? 100 
25, Ver. 26, From the Birth of /aac, to the Birth of Jacob | 60 


From the Death of Jacob, to the Death of "Foſeph 


Deut. 34th and 7th, From the Birth of Maſes, to his Death x 29 


From the Creation to the Death of Moſes [2493 

Deut. 2gth, Ver. 5th, In the Wilderneſs deduct | 40 

Functius Chronol. From the Creation to the Time that the 
Iſraelites came out of Egypt proces 


he 4 2 
iſ of Kings, From the Time that the Hraelites came out of 


Egypt, to the Beginning of King Solomon's Reign, was - 
11, Ver. 42, Solomon reigned 


0 

14 Ver. 21, Reboboam reigned 8 0 br 
15, Ver. 2, Abijam reigned - 3 
Ver. 10, Aſa reigned, "if 
22, Ver. 41, Fehoſhaphat reigned” 25 
zd of Kings 8th, 17th, Fehoram reigned 8 
8, Ver. 26, 4haziah reigned 1 
II, Ver. 3, Athaliah his Mother reigned 7 
Brought 


Gen. 1 Ver. 26, 31, and Chap. the 2d, Adam created, and. M. 


0 
Ver. 15, From the Birth of Mabalaleel, to the, Birth of Fare % * 
Ver, 18, From the Birth of Jared, to the Birth of Enoch 162 
Ver. 21, From the Birth of Ezoch, to the Birth of Methuſalab 65 
Ver. 25, From the Birth of Methaſelah, to the Birth of Lamech} 187 
Ver. 28, From the Birth of Lamech, to the Birth of Noah ' | 182 
Ger. 7, Ver. 11th, From the Birth of Noah, to the Flood | 600 


27, Ver. 28, From the Birth of Jacob, to his Death 11470 
From the Death of Joſeph, to the Birth of Maſes 644 | 
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Brought over 
12, Ver. 1, Jehoaſh reigned 
14, Ver. 2, Amaziab reigned 
143 Ver. 25 Aar iab reigned 
| Ver 23,. 7 ctham reigned 
16, Ver. 2, Ahaz reigned 
18, Ver. 2, Hezekiah reigned 
21, Ver. 1, Manaſſah reigned 
Ver. 19, Amon reigned 
22, Ver. 1, Jofah reigned 
23. Ver. 31, Feboabaꝝ goed 3 Months 
Ver. 36, Jeboiatim reigned . | 
24, Ver. 8. pe reigned 3 Months 
Ver. 18, Zedekiab reigned 


25, Ver. 9, Feremiab 25, Ver. 11. The Temple deſtroy ed, 


©— 3 — > FF. 


and the People ſent Captive to Babylon, the Captivity] 
„ fbrid othr ; 
The Monarchy of the Perſians began, when the Captivity 
ende | 
From the Begginning of the Monarchy of the Perſians, to 
the Beginning of the Monarchy of the Grecians | 
From the Beginning of the Monarchy of the Græcians, to 
p the pri wc of the Romans 3 644 
From the Beginning of the Monarchy of t mans, to t | 
" Birthof Crit kc: 111: 5 hot © 
Hence from the Creation to the Year of the Birth of Chhriſt, 
was Po” | EE 
From the Birth of Chriſt, to his Paſſion 
From the Creation to the Paſſion 


I An Marine; 1 . PL 
Chriſt Born Ante Chriſti, 3966, at Betblebam, in Judea, 2 Des 
the 24th, 11th Hour, 45 Minutes paſt Noon 3 Spice #irginii 
then Riſing with Jupiter, in the Eaſt, | WY 4 
And the Sun then in two Degrees of Capricorn. And conſequently 
the true Chri/imaſs Day, this preſent Year 1735, on the thirteenth 
Day of Dec. with us according to the Julian Stile. 


Hence 


171 

Hence the Monarchy of the Romans began in Jalius Cæſar, 48 
Mrs before the Birth of Chriſt, and the fourth Year of his Reign 
ane reformed the Calendar, whence it is called the Julian Period or 
Tile, which to this Day we retain, and now etre 12 Days, fo that 
e ve were to leave out the odd Day in February, 12 Leap Years," 
20 e ſhould come right, and our Stile agree with the Gregorian Ca- 
e endar corrected by Pope Gregory. . Nh ed 


8 


"Some of the Acts of our Lord and. 


CS a Sf % 


Saviour JESUS CHRIST, 

From his Birth, in the forty ſecond. 

Lear of the Reign of Auguſtus 
Cæſar, to his Paſſion. 


E was conceived by the Holy Ghoſt in Nazareth, and Born 
| of the Virgin Mary at Bethlebam; eight Days after his 
| Birth he was Circumciſed, the 4oth Day he was preſented 
281 the Temple, when the Time of his Mother's Purification were 

xccompliſhed ; the zd Year Chriſt was carried into Ægypt 
Ind continued there 2 Years ; the 6th Year came out of Egypt, to 
alilee, and at 12 Years old he went up to Jeruſalem, at the Feaſt of 
he Paſſover, and was found diſputing among the Doctors; the 
goth Year he was Baptized, and began to preach, Wn 
A little before Chrift- revealed himſelf, there was a Councel of 
Prieſts gathered together at '7eruſa/em, to chuſe a Prieſt, in the 
Room of one deceaſed : And whilſt they thought, ſome on one 
an, ſome on another, there ſtepped forth a Prieſt, one of 
the Company, and faid, my Will is that Jeſu; the Son of 
Toſeph the Carpenter be elected Prieſt, who though he be young 
-ni> Years, yet Excelleth he in Utterance, Wiſdom, and Manners ; 
think truly there was never ſuch a one, both for Eloquence, Life, 


and Manners, which I am ſure all that inhabit Fergſalem, do 
know as well as I. bor. 


ent ; Which 


23%] 


Which was no ſooner ſpoken, but was allowed off, and Jeſy, 
choſen to be a Prieſt, they called for his Parents to Regiſter thei 
Names: The Prieſt that favoured Jeſus ſaid, that Fo/eph his Father 
was dead, yet Mary his Mother was alive; ſhe was brought before 
them, who affirmed that ſhe was his Mother, but that he had no 
Father on Earth; that ſhe was a Virgin, and that the Holy Ghotſl A, ; 
had overſhadowed her; they ſent for the Midwives and ſuch a Of l | 
had been preſent at the Birth; and ſhe was\found to be a Virgin: S⸗ 
Whereupen it was concluded with one Voice, that he ſhould bel. 
regiſtered Jeſus the Son of God, and Mary the\Virgin. fit 

Wherefore Joſephus faith, that Jeſus ſacrificed in the Templ 
together with the Prieſts, and alſo entered into the Synagogue off © 
the Jets, and read of the Prophet //aiah 3 theſe Things Suidaifl 
learned of a Few. | | 

Anno Chriſti za, on the Tenth Day of March Chriſt came over ſons, : 
Jordan into Bet halara; the Eleventh Day hearing of the Diſeaſe 3 Da) 
of Lazarus,” he continued there two Days, the Thirteenth Lazaru Full. 
died, and Chriſt took his Journey to go and raiſe him; the Four that * 
teenth he entered into Fericho and healed the Son of Time: ;| But a 
the Fiftheenth he ſpent by the Way, the Sixteenth he came to of G 
Bethania, where he raiſed Lazarus, now four Days dead; the the C 
Seventeenth he came near the Deſert, into the City of Ephrain, the 2 
The Eighteenth he continu'd in the De/ert ; the Nineteenth he re- able ( 
turned to Betharia and ſupped with Lazarus; the Twentieth Day liſts a 
was Palm Sunday ſo called, becauſe the Multitude took Branches off 57» 5 
Palm Trees and went to meet Jeſus coming to Feruſalem : That Pep. 
Evening he returned to Bethania, M. 21, coming out of Bethania, on-! 
he curſed the Fig Tree; in the Evening he went out of the City, I for tb 
T. 22; in the Morning he paſſed by the withered Fig Tree, and Mar- 
that Night ſupped in Bethania, in the Houſe of Simon the v, 
Leper; and two Days after was the Feaſt of the Paſſover: V. 23, But! 
Judas covenanted to betray him: T. 24 in the Evening Chriſt nd 
celebrated the Jews Paſſover, afterwards his own, called the Lord Pay, 
Supper; he waſhed his Diſciples Feet and came into Mount Oliver, the P 
pray ed and ſweated Blood, then taken and brought to Caiphas, andi: 
Peter denied him. - | | Afr: 

Hence our Saviour Chriſt Jeſus, 'when he had lived on Earth 33 it in 
Years full, and ſomewhat more, ſuffered Death for the Salvation of ſevide 
Mankind on the 25th Day of March, Anno Mundi 4000. in the 


Authors, Joby Huſs, Euſeb Chronic Carion Chronic, Euſeb nd © 
Eccleſ. Hiſt. lib, 1 cap, 11 / ; : / 


191 


a SECTION II. 
All Of che Paſſion, Death, and Reſurrectiun of our Lord and 
1 Saviouy JE S439 CH R [ S . and the Pa 
be fion-Day, of our Thurſday or Friday. 


** 7 Herefore, if the Paſſion of our Lord was on the 2 ck Pay 
of March. and theYear herein ſpecified, which,for certam Re- 
ſons, appears evident to me, that it was the Sun on that Day about 
3 Days paſt the veneral Equinox, and the Moon 2 Days paſt the 
Full. So that there could be no Eclipſe of the Sun or Moon ar 
that Time, Matt. 27. 45. and conſequently that no natural Caue, 
but a ſupernatural Miracle, wrought by the Omnipotent Power 
of God to confirm our Faith in the mighty Work of this Day; 
the Cycle of the Sun was then 15, the Dominical Letter E, and 
the 25th Day of March was Thurſday, according to the ind i put- 
able Courſe of the Julian Period; which from the Four Evange- 
lifs appears to be precarious and ambiguous, Malt. 27. Ver. 
57, 58, 62. Now the next Day that followed the Day of thy 
Preparation. Now that the Day of the Preparation was the Paſ- 
fon-Day is not in Diſpute, but whether for the Fes Sabbath, or 
for the Paſſover-Feaſt doth not yet appear, as it is indeed ſpecified, 
Mark 15. 42. And vow when the Even was come, (becauſe it 
was the Preparatisr, that is, the Day before the Sabbath.) 
But here it is in a Parentheſis, and not in the Affirmative ; 
ind it is evident that the Paſſion- Day was not the Feaſt- | 
Day, Matt. 26. 3, 4, 5. Therefore conſequently the ay before 
the Feaſt, John 19. 41, 42, again Luke 23. 54. And that Day 
was the Preparation and the Sabbath drew on; this, indeed, is 
Aff rmative that the next Day was the Sabbath, or, as J have ſeen 
3j Wit in an original Manuſcript, and the Sabbath ſhone out, which is 
n of evident was the Paſſover-Moon, for it was Night; and the Notes 
in the Margint of the Geneva Tranſlation faith directly, that it 
was the Day of the Preparation ; for the Feaft which was to be 
cept the Day following, and St Luke ſought his Goſpel out of Stau 
u/eb(p>4 other Apoſtles, which he reports to have publifh'd as he re- 
ceived it from them, Euſeb. Lib. 3. Chap. 4. Again, 7obn 19. 31. 
be Jews, therefore, becauſe it was the Proparation, that 
ve Bodies ſbauld not remain * the Croſs on the Sabbath-Day (for 


that 


L 10 j 
that Sabbath-Day was an high Day) therefore conſequently the 
Feaſt-Day, and if this moſt be taken incluſive, of the Sabbath Day 
alſo, then the Paſſion Day on our Friday. 

Wherefore now let us conſider theſe Texts together, with other 
Texts, for the Word Sabbath here ſpetified ſeems to be ambigy- 
ouſly expreſſed, and may ſignify as well the Jer Paſſover-Day 
as the real Sabbath-Day, Levit. 16. 29, 31. And this ſhall be a 
Statute for ever unto you, that in the Seventh Month, on the Tenth 


Day of that Month, ye ſpall affliift your Souls and do no Work, it 
ſhall be a Sabbath of veſt unto you; whence it is evident, that the 


Tenth Day of the Seventh Month muſt happen on any Day of 
the Week, and yet may be accounted as an high Sabbath- Day, 
and fo it might be at this Time, and yet Friday ; and this ſeems 
evident from our Suviour's own Words, Jonah 1. 17, and Jonah 
was in the Belly of the Fiſh three Days and three Nights, Matt. 12. 
40. For as Jonas was three Days and three Night? in the Whales 


Belly, ſo ſhall the Son of Man be three Days and three Nights in 


the Heart of the Earth, and how can this be, unleſs the Paſſion- 
Day was Tharſday ? For Matt. 28. 1, 5, 6. In the End of thi 
Sabbath, as it begun to dawn, tewards the firſt Day of the Week, 
Feſus was riſen, and how long who can tell? . 

Whence it is evident, That this was before the Seventh Day was 
ended with the Romans, but it was the Firſt Day of the Week, 
both with the Fetus and us; for the Romans at this Time began 
their Days at Sun-rifing precedent, and the Fezs theirs at Sun- 
ſeting, Matt. 27. 46. And it is evident, that it was towards the 
Evening when Chriſt yielded up the Ghoſt, and his Funeral not 
until Night, Mark. 15. 44. And that the Firſt Night, and he roſe 
again in the End of the Roman Sabbath before theirs was com- 
pleatly ended, Matt. 28, 5, 6. | | 

Wherefore, if we take the Paſſion to be Friday, all contains no 
more than two Nights incluſive of only one natural Day, and at 
moſt about 14 or 15 Hours ; and that the Second Day with the 
Romans not compleat, including the whole Paſſion-Day. But if 
we take the Paſhon-Day to be Thur/day with the Romans, then that 
Night will be one, Friday Night two, and Saturday Night three; 
and the Third Day again, if we take it from the / Thurlday 
Even, wil begin their Firſt Night and Day, Friday their Second, 
and Saturday their Third, and the Firſt Day of the Week, and 
their Third Day not ended until Sun-ſet, after Chriſt's Reſurrec- 
tion, and that our Sanday Evening; and if we compute it in a 
natural Way for Diſtinction, all, including the Paſſion-Day, will 
contain no more than three natural Days with their three Nights, 


agreeing 


among 
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agreeing to our Saviour's own Words, Matt. 12, 40. Chg. 16, 4. 


and Luke 11, 29, 30. Now to reconcile theſe and other Texts, 


relating to this Subject, (let us conſi der) that it is evident, the 
Paſſion-Day was the Preparation for the ers Paſſover, Matt. 27, 
15. Now at the Feaſt the Governour was wont to releaſe unto the 
People, a Priſoner, whom they would. And the next Day being 
the Feaſt could not to be celebrated as a Preparation for the Sab- 
bath; wherefore, if the Paſſion-Day was Thurſday, it muſt con- 
ſequently be the Preparation, both for the Poſſover, and alſo the 
Sabbath which follow'd it, which is reaſonable to believe were 
both celebrated as one high Sabbath, including both Days, as it 
is with us when Chri/imaſs-Day falls on Saturday, or how can it 
properly be called the Third Day, when Chriſt roſe from the Dead 
before the Sun roſe ! Matt. 16, 21. Luke 24, 20, 21. And bow 
the chief Prieſt and our Rulers delivered him to be condemned to 
Death, and have crucified him 3 and beſides all this, to Day is the 
Third - Day ſince thoſe Things were done; and if Friday, all 
contained only one Day and 15 Hours. 

Whence if we take the Paſſion-Day to be Thurſday, it will recon- 
cile all theſe Difficulties, for in this Caſe it muſt be allowed moſt 
natural to begin the Day with the Accident, as the Evening and 
the Morning were the Firſt Dy; wherefore, if we begin the 
Paſſion with their Thxr/day Noon, which is three Hours ſooner at 
Feruſalem, then ours I ſay from Thurſday Noon, to Friday Noon, 
was the Firſt Day; and from Friday Noon, to Saturday Noon, 
was the Second Day; and from Saturday Noon, to Sunday Noon, 
was the Third Day, and Chriſt was riſen that Morning, which 
was Three Days and Three Nights incluſive; but this will be il- 
luſtrated again, as I proceed, which brings me now to Eaſter. 


* 


SECTION II. 


* 


of the Feaſt of E AS TER, and olber moveable 


Feaſts that depend on it. 


| 0 W, as touching Eaſter ; as to its Name it is (as ſome fay 
a Complication of a German and Engliſh Word, brought in 


amongſt us by the Saxons, from 4 and Star, which they called 
B 2 


Aſter 


BY 


After, Zaſter, or Offer, from a Saxon Goddeſs, whoſe Feaſt they 
obſerved in Faſter Month, Oe/? ſignifying ariſing, or the Eaſt, the 
Sun, Moon, and Stars, riſing to us in the Eaſt, alluding to our 
Saviour, the bright Morning Star, whoſe Reſurrection was per- 
formed at this Seaſon of the Year, and which we celebrate in Re- 


membrance of his moſt precious Death, Paſſion, and Reſurrection, 
for the Salvation. and Juſtification of Mankind, 1 Cor. 15. 20, 
21, 22, 27. Whence it is termed by ſome Learned Divings, the 
King of Days, and Queen of Feaſts, being the Chriſtian Paſ- 
over. | 

We read nothing in Scripture about the Celebration of Eaſter, 
yet it is evident it was obſerved in the Apoſtles Times, but on 
what Day. or Manner, is doubtful, and continual Contentions 
and Debates in the primitive Churches concerning the Day of Ce 
lebration. The Furſt I read was about Ao 51, there was then ſo 
great a Sedition and Stir in Feraſalem at the Feaſt of Eaſter, that 
of them only, which were preſſed to Death in the Porches of the 
Temple, and troden under Foot, were ſlain 30 Thouſand Te; 
and as to the Full Moon, Faſter, it might be brought into the 
Church by Inſtigation of the converted Fews, from their 
Cuſtom of Celebrating the Paſſover, which in Tenderneſs for the 
Common Good, and to propagate Chriſtianity, ſome of the A- 
poſtles ſeem to comply with, from which it might become a ſettled 
Rule, 1 Cor.9. 19, 20, 21, 22, 33. Thus ſaith St Paul, For 
though I be free from all Men, yet have I made myſelf Servant unto 
all, Boat I might gain the more 3 and to the Jews I became as a 


Jew, that 1 might gain the Jews, Orc. Yet it is evident that St Pay! Mi 


and St Peter differ d about ſome Femiſp Ceremonies, Gal. 2. 11, 13. 
It was Anno 142 when Lent was inſtituted 7 Weeks before 

' - Eaſter, by Teloſphorus Biſhop of Rome; and Anno 154, the Name 
of Pope began; and Anno 157, Pius the Pope ordained that 
Eaſter-Day ſhould be kept on Sunday; and Anno 190, Chriſtmas- 
Day began to be obſerved. But the Churches in 4/2 followed 
the Tradition of St Philip and St John, and his Diſciples (as Poly- 
crates faith) and celebrated the unviolated Day of Eaſter, neither 
adding or deminiſhing from it in the Fourteenth Moon, on which 
Day the Jes were commanded to offer their Paſchal Lamb (but 
where we find this Command in the Livitical Law, I know not) 
however, that was upon what Day ſoever of the Week that Moon 
fell, the Faſting Days ended when as the Ye/ern Churches kept 
Eaſter after this Manner, but obſerved another Apoſtical Tradition 
(as they fay ) viz. that the Faſting Days ſhould be broken up on no 
other Day but the Day on which our Saviour roſe from the Dead. 
| | Whereupon 


1731 
7 Whereupon, Anne Chriſti 199, there aroſe much Contention 
e and Cotroverſy about the Keeping of Ea/ter-Day ; Synods and 
Meetings of Biſhops were ſummoned in Palleſtina, at Rome, at 
Pontus, at France, and throughout Oftroena, and all with one 
Accord ordained an Ecclefiaftical Decree, that upon no other Day 
„chan the Sunday, the Myſteries of our Saviour's Reſurrection ſhould 
> de celebrated, which was oppoſed by Polycratus, and other Bi- 
e ll hops in 4fia. Now as to this Fourteenth Moon, it is in itſelf an 
L. W ambiguous and uncouth Computation, and to be queſtioned, if the 
Antient Hebreros, or the then preſent Feros, or the Churches at 
that Time could trully account for it, it is evident from Tradi- 
tion, it muſt conſequently be the next Full Moon after the ver- 
nal Equinox, aud Eafter-Day the next Sunday after, provided it 
fall not before the Sixth Day after the veneral 3 on Which 
Day Chriſt roſe from the Dead, which is now with us the 15th 
Day of March; for I cannot but think it uncouth to celebrate 
Eaſter-Day before its Seaſon, | „ 


DEMONSTRATION. 


Now the true Time that the Sun and Moon liberate betwixt 


every New or Full Moon, according to their mean Motions, is 


Revolution of the Sun, or Quantity of the Solar Year, contain- 


contains in Time one ſuch Year, 18 Days, 15 Hours, and 43 
Minutes; ſo that when 13 Moons is added to the precedent Full 
Moon, it makes 14 Moons; whence it is evident, that by a 
onſtant Addition of 13 Moons, Eaſter-Day would run through all 


Examples and a true Method of computing Eaſter-Limmit. 


yer er — 
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29 Days, 12 Hours, and 44 Minutes, computed from the true 


Jing 365 Days, 5 Hours, and 49 Minutes ; whenceevery 13 Moons 


the Seaſons of the Year, which I ſhall now prove and illuſtrate by 
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From the vernal Equinoctial Full Moon, Arno 1704, as follow. 7. 
Fears Ayn Moons [Limit. Eęſter Limit. Frue Eaſter. * 
- Chifti - - - -|Computed|Corre&ted or Full Moon EAHer- Day by Coun 

[Day h. m. Day h. m. Day. Calend I Vears 

Full Moon 17040 14 25 B | 9 14 25 i mans 
5 1 March. | | | No) could 
Moors 13 add 18 15 43 1 1 28 6 $8 J FC: 


braticn of Eaſter-Day, and all agreed together to celebrate the 
ſolemn Feaſt of Eaſter the Sunday next after the Firſt Full Moon, 


11705 Moons 14]28 6 $8[Time add 5 49 2 1 Apr. NNoma. 
8 Mar. 28 11 57 WCoun: 
[Exceſs add - 18 15 43 2 119 9 7 "rand the G 
Sum - - -- [46 21 51] Time add 11 38 | Weld 
Moon ſubſtract | 29 12 44] Limit, Mar. 24 Mar. 20 PP” 
1706 Limit. [17 9 Mar. 17 20 45 LEY. Jcontir 
Exceis add - — 18 15 43 3 1 0-40 5 * 
Moons 14 - - -36 o gcf[Time add - 17 % | M 
M arch ſubſtract 3 1 Days. Limit. Apr. 13 Apr. iz 49 
1707 April, js o gel 4pri/ s 1817 | | * 
Sum po ow 2 349 Sollti 
Exceſs add 18 15 43]Time ſub. - - 44 | worm 
Sum 54 16 3? Mar. 28 pr. Mur « 
Moon ſubſir. 29 12 44 Limit. KS 
1708 March. '25 3 4c|March, 3 


Excess add - - [1815 I 6 48 


Sum - - - - »-[43 19 32|Time dd 5 

Moon ſubſtr. |:9 12 44 Limit. | Mar. 20{Apr. 24 
1709 Mar. 14 6 480 Mar. 14 11 33 0 | 
1736 the Full Moon Mar. [| 15 12 © Mar. 211Apr. 25 


And here it is to be obſerved, That our Computation is the 
Hours and Minutes from the Noon of the.Day incerted ; ,where- 
fore, from theſe Examples it is apparent, that there cannot be con- 
ſtantly a 14th Moon, but it muſt be frequently reduc'd ; fo that 
it is evident Ea/ter- Day muſt be the Sunday after the next firſt Full 
Moon, next after the vernal Equinox; wherefore the 
Great Council of Mee in Bythinia, called by the Emperor 
Conſtantine, about Anno Chriſti 326, conſiſting of 318 Biſhops and 
others, debared the Contentions and Controverſies, about the Cele- 


begin 
preſer 
and ( 
ter. 


next after the vernal Equinox, or next after the 21ſt Day of March, 
becauſe the vernal Equinox then fe)] nearly upon that Day, which 
5 Tradition 


[ 15 ] 


radition we to this Nay ſeem to retain: But the vernal Equinox, by 
our Calendar now falls on the 9th Day of March, which o-cafions 
Fafter-Day, with all the moveable Feaſts that reſt and depend on 
it, tobe celebrated irequently 5 Weeks ſrom their true Times and 
Iseaſons, contrary to the Peſign and Inſtitution of the ſaid General 


council of Nice; and this Ratification did nor continue above 7 
Years but there aroſe many Differences between the Greeks and Ro- 
ans about it, which Cor troverſy continued near 200 Years, and 
could admit of no Reconciliation, until the Time of the Emperor 
Juſtinian, about Anno 527, when one Dionyſius Abbas; a Noble 
Roman, began to frame Tables of Eaſter according to the Mind of the 
Council of Nice, which he compleated Anno 5323 after which, by 
the General Council of CHalecdon, it was enacted, That whoever 
held any other Eater than that which the Statutes of Rome 
appointed to be obſerved, ſhould be reputed as Hereticks, which 
continued ſo until Pope Gregory the XIIIth corrected their Calen- 
— dar Ann, 1532. 8 | k 
BM Wherefore becauſe the SolarYear conſiſts of 355 Days, 5 Hours and 
49 Minutes, and the Julian Vear containing 355 Days, and 6 Hours, 
„J iris plain that the Fu/ian Year exceeds the Solar Year 11 Minutes, 
— thereby cauſing an apparent Anticipation of the Equinoctial and 
{Solſtice Points, inſomuch that the vernal Equinox, whoſe: Place, 
Wat the Council of Nice, was on the zoth Day of March, is now on 
* 4Four 9th, 131 Times, 11 Minutes, is equal to one Day of 24 
ours and one Minute ; and from 1736 take 326, and it leaves 
izio Years, which divided by 131, gives nearly 11 Days, which 
by the odd 11 Minutes we gain in our Calendar, has brought: the 
ernal Equinox 11 Days back to the gth Day of March; which 
Error was amended by Pope Gregory, by ſubſtrafting 10 Days 
from the 4th Day of October, unto the '15th Day of the ſame 


the vernal Equinox, on which the moveable Feaſts depend, agree 
to the 21 Day of March, as it was by the Nicene Council eſtabliſh'd ; 
ere-Þy Means whereof, and omiting the odd Day in February, every 
-on-(131 Years, the vernal Equinox will for future Times remain inva- 
that riable, as was done in the Year 1700, whereby their Months 
Full begin now 11 Days before ourꝭ and conſequentiy their Eaſſer this 
the Preſent Year, 1736, on our 21 Day of March, in its true Place, 


erorif * ours erroneouſly on the 25 Day of April, Five Weeks 
ter, 3 
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Month excluſive, Anno Chriſti 1582; that thereby he might make 
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SECTION IV. 


Propoſition for Correfting our Calendar, and removi 
our fixed and moveable Feſtivals to their true Tiny 
and Seaſons, according to God's Command and Inſtit. 
tion, without having any Regard to the Gregoriar 
Correttion ; and to retain our Dominica! Letters, Cyl 
of the Sun, and Cycle of the Moon, called the Goldi 
Number, Days of the Months, and Week-Days, with. 
out Alteration, and yet render that excellent Julian Pe. 
riod invariable, whence all Confuſion or Difficulty tha 
may otherwiſe attend the Dates of our Civil Record, 
Deeds, Bonds, Bills, and Payment of Rents, may b 
evaded. | 


T is evident that no Year hath any certain natural Beginning, bu 
from the vernal Equinox, from whence it had its firſt Origin: 
Gen. 1. 14, 16, 19. And God ſaid let there be Lights in th 
Firmament of the Heavens, to devide the Day from the Night, an 
tet them be for Signs and for Seaſons, anda, for Days, and for Years; ani 
God made two great Lights, the greater Light to Rule the Day, an 
the leſſer Light to rule the Night, and the Evening and the Mornim 
were the Fourth Day; which conſequently ſhould be the Fourt 
Day of the Firſt Month, in the Year which is now the gth Day 
ef our March; and at the Creation on the 23 Day of our April 
according to the Julian Period. Wherefore to 3966 Years add 
1736, the Sum is 5702 from the Creation, which is nearly 44 
Times 131, the Defect of the Julian Period; whence from Apri 
the 23 take 44 Days, and the vernal Equinox will be March the 
10th at the Creation, which therefore God himſelf hath com- 
manded, inſtituted, and appointed to be ſo kept and obſerved, which 
I think is our Duty, and the beſt Tradition we can obſerve, E:xvd. 
12. 1, 2, 3, 5, 6. And the Lord ſpeak unto Moſes and Aaron it 
the Land of Egypt, ſaying, This Month ſhall be unto you the Begin. 
ning of Months ; it ſhall be the Firſt Month of the Year to you; 
ſpeak ye unto all the Congregation of Iſrael, ſaying, in the Tenth 


Day of this Month they ſhall take to them every Man a Lamb, your 


Lamb ſhall be without blemiſh, a Male of the Firſt Year, - 
| | 5 all 


171 
ſhall keep it up until the Fourteenth Day of the ſame Month, and 
ſpall kill it in the Evening. Chap. 13. 4. This Day came ye out in 
the Moth Abib 3 which, as ſome fay, is March with us, or Part of 
March and Part of April, Exod. 23.1 5.Thou ſhalt keep ibe Feaſt of unle- 
venedBread asl commanded thee in theTime appointed-of the Month bib. 

Hence it is evident that the Inſtitution and Celebration of the 
Paſſover, and the Paſchal Lamb to be ſlain, pointed out the Lamb 
of God, our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, flain before the Founda- 
tion of the World, for the Remiſſion of Sins, and a direct Type 
of his moſt precious Paſſion, Death, and Reſurrection, for the Re- 
demption and Salvation of Mankind, from the Bondage of Sin 
and Death, of which the Diliverance of the Iſraelites from the 
Bondage of Egypt, and the Inftitution of the Paſchal Lamb, was 
a Figure on which our Eaſter truly depends. 

For it was Anno Mundi 245 2 when the Paſchal Lamb was com- 
manded and celebrated in Egypt, and the vernal Equinox was then, 
by the Tullan Period, on the 3d Day of April, about Midnight 
the Cycle of the Sun 7, Dominical Letter F, and the 3d Day of 
April Wedneſday, as it was at the Creation 3 and it was Full Moon 
the 7th Day 4 Days after; and that our Sunday, the Day of Chriſt's 
Reſurrection. Then from 5702 take 2452 Years, and there will 
remain 32 30, which is nearly 25 Times 131, which take from 
April the ad, and the vernal Equinox will be Mar. the gth, at the 
Meſaical Paſchal Lamb. | 

Whence it is evident that the vernal Equinox was then the gth 
or 10th Day of the Month 43:4, and that our March and the Paſs 
cha, or Paſſover, the 14th Day, 4 Days after, at the Full Moon 
next after the vernal Equinox, which now happens with us on the 
gth Day of March nearly as it did then; wherefore, in this Reſpect, 
our Calendar wants no Cortection as to the vernal Equinox, 

Now the Paſſion of Chriſt was Anno Chriſti 34, the vernal Equi- 
nox the 22d Day of March, by the Jalian Period; and his Paſton 
the 25, according to the Calend. and Account of thoſe Times 
and it was Full Moon the 23d Day 3 therefore conſequently the 
Firſt Day of the Feaſt of unlevened Bread could not be after the 
24th Day when Chriſt celebrated the 4 Paſſover, and his own, 
called the Lord's Supper, and that Night Fadas betrayed him, 
and the next Day the Paſſion ; and the Day after being the 26th, 
the Feaſt of the Zews Paſſover 4 Days after the veneral Equinox, 
as the Paſchal Lamb was inſtituted and celebrated in Egypt, Matt. 
20. 17. John 13. 1, Then from 1736 take 34 Years and it 
will leave 1702, which is 13 Times 131. Wherefore from March 

the 22d take 13 Days, the Defect of the Jalian Period, and the 14 
yernal Equinox will be March the g ch at the Paſſion of Chriſt, 

C 


Where. of 
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Wherefore from the different Inequality of the Earth's Motion 
and Equation of the annual Orb, and the Day that interfer'd in 
the Caſe of 4haz, we may admit the vernal Equinox to be direct. 
ly the 1oth Day of the Month 445i4. Then at the Creation, the 
Full Moon will be the 12, and the Firſt 7th Day Sabbath the 13; 
at the Inſtitution and Celebration of the Paſchal Lamb the Full 
Moon will be the 14th, and the Jſraelites Deliverence from the 
Bondage of Egypt the 15th, and at the Paſſion of- Chriſt the Full 
Moon the 11th, the Paſſion the 13th, the Zeros Paſſover Feaſt the 
14th, and the Reſurrection of Chriſt the 16th ; and that our Sun- 
day, whence as the vernal Equinox happens now on our gth Day 
of March, our Eaſter-Day will be by the Revolution of the vernal 
Equinox on the 15th Day of our March, or the next Sunday 
after, un'eſs the Full Moon, Eaſter, take Place. And conſequently 
from the 25th Day of Decemb. take 13 Days, and the. Day of 
Chriſt's Birth will be the 12 of December, and ſo it truly was at 
that Time, had their Calend. and Period of Time been in its true 
Place, according to the Inſtitution of the Paſchal Lamb. 

Wherefore, as Providence hath apparently at this Time, dire&- 
ed our Calendar nearly into its proper Denomination, Time, and 
Seaſon, according to God's Command and Appointment, why 
ſhould not we keep and obſerve it as he hath commanded ? It is only 
removing the fixed Feaſts in our Calendar to their proper Seaſons, 
and Eaſtier, with the moveable Feaſts, to their true Places, and 
retain the former Quarter Days, and Days of Account as they now 
are obſerved, tho' improperly ſo; what if we call the 12th Day of 
December Chriſtmas-Day, in its proper Seaſon, when it originally 
was, or ſhould have been ſo, and would it not be much more 
commodious to remove our Quarter Days to the Sun's Solſtices 
and retain our Calendar, Dominical Letters, Months, Days, Cycles 


of the Sun and Moon, and that excellent en Period, with- 


out Alterations, or erroneoully excluding any Days, as the Gregorians 
did, and now do, puting the Julian Period, and Cycles of the 
Sun and Y oon, with the Dominical Letters, out of their Places, 
whereby we ſhall evade being corrected by other Countries, but 
correct them to the Honour of our Exgliſb Nation? What if the 
Solſtices become antecedent, even until the veneral Equinox hap- 
pen to þ: on the 4th Day of March, then our Firſt Day of March 
will begin wich the Firſt Day of the Creation, which will be 

40 Years performing, it is only removing our fixed Feaſts one 
Day in 130 Years, to follow the Solſtices, and all Things elſe will 
remain as they were; or otherwiſe, what if we retain ithe Saints 
Days as they now arc, and celevrate them as uſual, they ſeem to 
be, all precarious to us, as to the true Time of Celebration ; and if 


we 
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we celebrate any one Day in Commemoration thereof, it ſeems to 
me as well. So that then our fix d Terms, and two Quarter Days, 
will retain the fame Names, but this I entirely ſubmit to the Diſ- 
cretion of thoſe in Authority, | 


1 


1 SECTION 


be Obſervation of New or Full Moon Sabbaths, or Sol 
enn Feaſts, directed by them, erroneous Conceptions and 
f Miſapplications of the Texts in Scripture, the Paſſover, 
tand all Jewiſh Ceremonies abſolutely abolifhed, 3 


OW it is evident that the veneral Equinox was on the Tenth 
Day of the Month 44/4, when the Paſcal Lamb was inſti- 
tuted and celebrated in Egypt, which was on our Wedneſaay; and 
as the Jraelites began their Day at Sun ſet, conſequently Meding 
day Evening began their 11, Thurſday their 12, Friday their 13, 
and Saturday their 14th Day, and their Departure out of Egypt on 
that Day, being our Sabbath; whence admit the Tenth: Day of 
the Month 44ib, to be the Place of the veneral Equinox at the 
Paſſign of Chriſt, which was then our Monday, then conſequently. 
the 11 began according to that Tradition on 1Mo:4ay Evening, the 
12 on Tueſday Evening, the 13 on Wedneſday Evening, at which 
Time Chriſt celebrated the Paſſover, and afterwards his own, 
called the Lord's Supper, before the Jos celebrated theirs, and 
then inſtituted it in Rememberance of himſelf, wherein was aboliſh 
ed the old Fewiſh Paſſover, Luke 22, 19, 20. This do in Remem- 
brance of me 3 this is the New Teſtament in my Blood which is ſhed 
br you, Jer. 31. 31, 32. Behold, the Days come, ſaith the Lord, 
that I will make a New Covenant with the Houſe of Iſrael, and 
with the Houſe of Judah, not according to the Covenant that 1 made 
with their Fathers in the Day that I too them by the Hand to bring 
them out of the Land of Egypt. And Dan. 9, 26, 27. And after 
Threeſcore and Two Weeks ſhall Meſſiah be cut off, but not for 
Wl bimjelf. And he ſhall confirm the Covenant with many for one Meet. 
And in the Midſt of the Week he ſhall cauſe the Sacrifice and the 
O21ation to ceaſe, and for the Overſpreading of the Abominations he 
ſoall make it deſolate, even until the Conſummation; whence it is 
evident that by our Saviour's Inſtitution of the Sacrament of the 
Lord's Supper, which was A on Weaneſaay, the Midſt of 
| 0 the 
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the Week, the Sacrifice and Oblation of the Jeꝛviſb Paſſover di Day 
entirely ceaſe ; and as the Paſchal Lamb w * be killed 11 = nd the 
Evening, then began their 14 Day of the Month 44:4, for the aken of 
Evening and the Morning was the 14 Day; and ſo it was when bout th 
Chriſt gave up the Ghoſt on 7hur/day Evening, which began the onatha 
14 Day of the Month Abib, whereby we were forthwith delivered with 
from the Bondage of Sin and Death, as the 1/raz/ites were from be Fiel | 
the Bondage of Egypt; and as the Iſraelites Departure was com- poſe is, 
' Pleated on our Sabbath, ſo was our Redemption at Chriſt's Re. 2er 
ſurrection onours, which was Three Days compleat, including the be La 
Paſhon-Day from Sun-riſing, John 2. 19, 21, 22. "Feſas [ know 
anſwered, and ſaid unto them, deſtroy this Temple, and in WW" 4 
Three Days I will raiſe it up. But he ſpake of the Temple of his which 
Body; whentherefore he was riſen from the Dead, his Diſciples remem- dition 
bered that he had ſaid this unto.them, and they believed the Scrip- 
ture and the Word which Teſus had ſaid, How then can this be direct 
if the Paſſion was Friday, which then was not two Days? 12 
W hence it is evident, That by Chriſt the Jewiſh Paſſover wa 4, 4** 
aboliſhed, and all other ceremonial Traditions of the Law, Iſa I Hear 
16, 22, 27. For though thy People Iſrael be as the Sand of tht of au. 
Sea, yet a Remnant of them ſhall return; tbe Conſumption decreed tion 4 
ſhall overflow with Rigbteonſneſs, and it ſhall come to paſs in tha: Vie 
Day that his Burden ſhall be talen away from off thy Should 7 
and his Nite from off thy Neck, and the Yoke ſpall be deſtroyed be. Len 
cauſe of the Amointing, Matt. 11. 30. For my Yoke is eaſy ani my 
Burden is light, Gal. 5. 1. Stand faſt therefore, in the Liberty 
wherewith Chriſt nath made us free, and be not entangled again/with 
the Yoke of Bondage. Wherefore what have we now to with 
New or Full Moons to direct our ſolemn Feaſts from their proper 
Times and Seaſons? Chriſt hath given us a New Paſſover in re- 
memberance of his-moſt precious Paſſion, Death, and Reſurrec- 
tion; neither Chriſt, or his Apoſtles, ordained or inſtituted the Ob- 
ſervation of either New or Full Moons, and from whence that 
came 1 find not, but by Tradition the //rae/ites were commanded d 
to obſerve ſtrictly the very Day according to the Seaſon of the Re⸗ 
Vear, and the ſame for the Celebration of the Paſſover, as for De. 
the Paſchal Lamb, Exod. 13. 3, 4, 10. And Moſes ſaid unto Ye: 
tbe People, remember this Day inwhich ye came out from Egypt, out Ya 
of the Honſe of Bondage. This Day came je out in the Month Abib. ot! 
Thon fhalt-therefore- keep this Ordinance in his Seaſon, from ear the 
to Har; and Lev. 23. 5. On the Fourteenth Day of the Firſt Az 
Month isthe Lord's Paſſover. And again, Numb. 6. 28, 16. Deut. in 
16. 5, G. J. 5. 10; And Exet. 45. 21. In the Firft Month, . th 
35 $78 | 14 2/4) 
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ia Ba Day of the Montb ye ſhall have the Paſſover So that wherever we 
he Ind the Paſſover commanded in Scripture, there is notany Notice 
he Haken of either New or Full Moons; nor do we read any Thing 
bout them until David's Time, 1 Sam. 20. 5. And David, ſaid unte 


he Monathan behold to Morrow is the Nero Moon, and I ſhould not fail to 
ed Wt with the Ring at Meat, but let me go that I may bide ny fe'f in 


he Field, unto the Third Day at Even, But the moſt to the Pur- 
noſe is, 2 Chr. 31. 3. And the burnt Offerings for the Sabbath, 
ad for the New Moons, and for the ſet Feaſts, as it is. written in 
be Law of the Lord. But where we find any New Moons there; 
I know not, but by Tradition; and Chap. 2. 4.This is an Ordinance 
r ever to Iſrael, But this ſeems tb me to be a Miſtake; and if ſa, 
which is doubtful, it is none to us, altho' its like, from this Tra- 
dition we have it, P/a/. 104. 19. He appointed the Moon for Sea- 
ons. This we can admit, for ſo it is in many Reſpects, if not ta 
direct our Feſtivals, for as we have it, Dan. 9. 27. He ſhall 
cauſe the Sacrifice and the oblation to ceaſe, and for the Overſpreading 
/ 4bominations, he ſhall make it deſolate, Iſa. 1. 10, 13, 14. 
Hear the Word of the Lord, ye Rulers ;, give Ear unto the Lam 
of our God; bring no more vain Oblations, Incenſe is an Abomina- 
tion unto me; the New Moons and Sabbaths, the Calling of Men- 
lies, I cannot away with, it is Iniquity 3 even your ſolemn Meet. 
ings, your New Moons, and your appointed Feaſts my Soul hateth; 


7 

„ bbey ure à trouble unto ne, I am weary to bear them, Verſe 16, 15. 
75 Waſh ye, make you clean, put away the Evil of your Doings. from 
ty before tine Eyes ; ceaſe to do Evil, learn to do well, ſeek Fudg- 
7% elieve the Oppreſſed, judge the Fatherleſs, plead for the 


Whence it is evident, that neither New or Full Moons 
have any, Force in Deſigning the Commemoration, or Celebration 
e- of ſolemn Feaſts, Sabbaths, or Sacraments, John 4. 21, 22, 23s 
o. WM 7e/us ſaith, ye Worſhip ye know not what, but the Hour cometh, and 
» WM row is when the true Worſhipers ſhall worſhip the Father in Spirit 
at ard in Truth, for the Father ſeeketh ſuch to wonſbip him. | 
od Now let us put theſe Things together, and conſult Nature and 
ne Reaſon, that I may illuſtrate theſe Things with the beſt Light and 
or Demonſtration I can, wherefore it is apparent that the Natural 
4 Year is determined by the Revolution of the Sun, and in par- 
vt ticular from its Return to the Equinoctial Points, from which all 
b. || other Times and Seaſons of the Year alſo keep their Places. That 
ar | the natural Day is meaſur'd by the Rotation of the Earth upon its 
/ Axis, or the Return of the Sun to the ſame Meridian, or Azimuth 
+ in any Horizon, and the Lunations of the Moon or Syzygias with 
>, | the Sun nearly a Month, containing in a mean 29 Days, 1 8 


F 22. ] | 
and 44 Minutes; wherefore, becauſe Lunar Months, nor any other 
equal Months can meaſure the Year truly, Months are only Phyfl- 
cal, and ordained at our own Diſcretion, for Conveniency and the 
Deſtinction of Times; wherefore the Year is moſt naturally divi- 
ded into 12 Months, according to the Sun's Ingreſs into the 12 
Signs of the Zodiack, and the Quarters of the Vear, by the Sun's 
Ingreſs into the Four Cardinal Points; and this is our preſent 
Conſtitution, and the moſt Natural and Rational. | 

Now the Egyptians had regard to the Sun, and made their 
Year to conſiſt of 365 Days exactly, having 12 Months in the 
Year, every one containing 3o Days, and at the End added 5 in- 
tercular Days, and ſuch Years the antient Hebrews obſerved, yet 
ſo as they interculated one whole Month of 3o Days in every 120 
Years, whereby theirs was partly Solar, running back in ſome Sort 
to Fquinoxes, and partly Lunar; according to which,*with Un- 
certainty, their Feſtivals were directed ſo, that its like they might 
begin their Year with that Lunar Month in which the vernal Equi- 
nox fell ſo ; that conſequently the 14 Day muſt he nearly at the 
Full Moon, which erroneous Tradition is too much obſerved to 
this Day, and carries Eaſter, with other moveable Feaſts, from their 
proper and natural Times and Seaſons. Wherefore, in Fact, with 
our Eaſter, we keep Lunar Years, which are therefore that Space 
of Time in which the Moon, after her Conjunction with the Sun 
near the vernal Equinox, meets and unites with the Sun again the 
neareſt to the ſame Point; which Year is therefore twofold, viz. 
at one Time common, containing 12 Synodical Lunations, 
which is perform'd in 354 Days, 8 Hours, and 48 Minutes; 
and the other Time Emboliſmal, containing 13 Lunations, or 
Lunar Months, which is 383 Days, 21 Hours, and 32 Minutes, 
according to the mean Motions and Syzygias of the two Lumi- 
naries ; whence it is evident that there muſt frequently happen 
two Eaſters in one natural Year. 

Wherefore it is now to be conſidered, whether the Lunar Month 


ſhould have the Preference, or the vernal Equinox itſelf; it may 


be admitted that the Moon doth rule with the Sun, and hath very 
great Influence in a Phyſical Manner, as is evident in the Ebbing 
and Flowing of the Tides, and many other Things; but this all 
Proceeds from the Moon's Lunations with the Sun ; neither do 
we know that the Moon is inveſted with either Light, or Virtue, 


but that ſhe receives from the Sun and Stars, and by God's 


Providence conveys to us, and therefore ſubordinate to the Sun, 
At the vernal Equinox the World was created, and Man upon 
the Earth, and at the ſame Time Adam diſobeyed the Command- 
ment of God, and brought upon his Poſterity Sin, Sorrow, atid 
Death; from which, at the vernal Equinox, Chriſt ſuffered Death 
| p 75 
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to redeem us from the Bondage of Sin and Death, and roſe again 
the Third Dy for our Salvation and Juſtification ; at the er 
Equinox the Paſchal Lamb was inſtituted and celebrated in Egypt, 
and the 1/razlites delivered from Bondage; at the vernal Equinox 
the Earth begins to bring forth the Graſs and the Herb, and the 
Fruit, Tree buds forth its Bud, and all Things, as it were, 
becomes New ; whence it 1s evident that our March is the Begin- 
ing and Firſt Month in the Year as God hath inſtituted and com- 
T | | 
' Wherefore, as the Sun js as it were the ſubordinate Cauſe of 
the natural Life of all Vitility, and all Times and Seaſons of the 
Year, it is evident that the Obſervation and Celebration of all 
folemn Feſtivals ſhould be kept according to the Sun's Revolutions, 
and not the Moon's : For then the Earth returns with us nearly 
to the ſame Place in its Orb, and directly to the ſame Solſtice, and 
3 nearly in the ſame Poſition with the Heavens, and all Things 
23 it were take a different Turn, as Nature is then diſpoſed, and 
to Man accordingly at the Return of the Sun to the ſame Place, it 
was at his Birth, and the Seaſons of the Year to their accuſtomed 
Conſtitution and Inſtitution. | | 

When as the Moon at all Seaſons of the Year ſhews us the ſame 
Faces, and we know not any Difference of its Influence, Mat. 
24. 32. Noz learn a Parable of the Fig Tree; when bis Branch 
is yet tender and puteth forth Leaves, ye know that Summer is 
gb, And Pal, 19. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5. 6. The Heavens declare 
the Glory of God, and the Firmament ſheweth his Handy-Work ; 
Day unto Day uttereth Speech, and Night unto Night ſheweth Know- 
ledge 3 there is no Speech, nor Language, where their Voice is not 
heard; their Line is gone out through all the Earth, and their 
Words to the End of the World. In them hath he ſet a Tahernaclg 
w the Sun, which is as a Bridegroom coming out of his Chamber, 
and rejoyceth as a Strong Man to run a Race. His Going forth is 
rom the End of Heaven, and his Circuit unts the Ends of it; and 
there is nothing hid from the Heat thereof. - Wherefore, as our Sa- 
viour's Paſſion, Death, and Reſurrection, was ſo ordained by God 
to happen nearly at the ſame Diſtance from the vernal Equinox, 
Time and Seaſon of the Year as the Paſchal Lamb was command- 
ed and celebrated, it is evident that the one was a true Type and 
Figure of the other, and to be obſerved and celebrated with the 
ame Solemnity, and at its true Seaſon of the Year, according to 
the Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt. This do in remembrance of me. That 
Although God ſo ordained it that it ſhould be Full Moon at the 
aſchal Feaſt, to facilitate the Departure and Journey of the //rae/- 
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v out of Egype, being to be drove out in Surprize, and to 
prepare for their Journey in the Night, by the Light of the Moon 


| of the Moon, tar, & 
until God did guide them by a Pillar of Fire, Exo9 12. 30, 41, — 70 


And Pharaoh roſe up in the Night, and in for Moſes and Aaron 
by Night, and ſaid riſe uþ and get you forth from among my Peaph, 
475 o and 45 . of Iſrael, &c. And although the Full _ 
Moon fell nearly with the vernal Equinox at the Paſſion of Chrift, url 
which doth not frequently ſo happen, is that any Ordinance that” 
we ſhould forſake the vernal Epuinox and the true Time and Sea- 
fon of the Year to follow the Full Moon when the Equinox can- 
not be brought to the Full Moon, nor the Full Moon to that? 
Wherefore, as the Obſervation of New-Moon-Sabbaths, and Full. $1730 
Moon-Paſſovers and Feſtivals, was the Product of Hypocriſy, $1737]! 
Superſtition and Vanity among the Feros, Scribes and Phariſees ;$173%! 
Jo has it been the Occaſion of continual Contentions, Controver- 739.1 
ſy and Debates in the primitive Churches: And now the Occafion$749,! 
with us of Solemnizing the Commemoration of our Bleſſed Lord$74i]! 
and Saviour's Paſſion, Death, Reſurrection, Aſſention, and{742]1 
the Coming of the Holy Ghoſt, frequently 5 Weeks beyondfſi744]t 
their true Times and Seaſons. However, I moſt humbly ſubmit 74411 
all theſe Things to the better jndgment of thoſe in Authority, 


nner 


— 


and now exhibit true and correct Tables of the Full Moon, Ea/ter- af, ' 
Day, and alſo of the Equinoctial Egſter- Day, as follow. Which 47. 


are computed and diſtinguiſned by the Cycle of the Sun, and 


Cycle of the Moon, called the Golden Number and Dominical 7 
Letters. c | | 


The Cycle of the Sun is a Revolution of 28 Years, in which Space 150) 


| 


of Time the fixed Feaſts of the Year and Dominical Letters return | 
to the ſame Courſe, and is thus found; to the Year of our Lord, 75” 
add 9, and divide the Sum by 28, the Remainder is the Cycle of $723 
the Sun for that Year. Example to the Year 1736, add 9, the 754 
Sum is 1745, and the Remainder 9, which is the Cycle of the 755 

Sun for that Year, and the Dominical Letters DC. =_ 
The Cycle of the Moon, Golden Number, or Prime, is a Re-Þ757 
volution of 19 Years, in which Space of Time the New or Fullſ158 
Moons return nearly to the ſame Courſe, and is of excellent UſſÞ759 
in Deſigning the Feaſt of Eaſter, and the other moveable Feaſts 1700 
that depend on it, according to the Full Moon Eaſter, and ish761 

thus found, to the Year of our Lord, add 1; and divide theſhy62 
Sun by 19, the Remainder is the Golden Number for that 176 
Year. Example to the Year 1736, add .1, the Sum is 1737, 1764 
and the Remainder 8, which is the Golden Number, for that 1760 
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oon, year, the Full Moon, or Eaſter limit. Mar. 16th and b 8 
pay Mar. 21, as will appear by the following Table. 


2 = Tull Mn Dom Dom Dom Dom —Dow Do 
5 = 4 2 2 5 or Eaſ Lett. Lett Lett. Lett. Lett. Lett. Lett. 
vid NS 2 Limit.] A B| C| D 
8 1 8 8 = Month aft. E aH. Faſt. Fa. Fall. Lat. Cell. 
1 2 ＋ 175 Day [Sun-Sun-ISun- 4% un- rang _ Sun- 
hat? 2 day day [day 1d dey dg [day 
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Theſe are the Full Moon Eaſters, according to 
the Golden Number and Dominical Letters. 

But the annual Equinoctial Eaſters will be as follow 
ccording tg the Dominical Letters . 


- 


Vas Dominical Letters. . 
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under Foat the Son of God, &c. Meaning the 
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N. B. I have Tables Computed to the Day and Hour of the 
Full Moons, vernal Equinoxis, Birth of Chriſt, Paſſion and Re- 


ſurrect ion of our Lord, for the more exact Celebration to the 
Year 1800, but thoſe I have omitted. 


— — 


SECTION VE 


Of the Original of the Arian Hereſy and their Auti 


chriſtian Doctrine explained and exploded, in Oppoſ. 
tion to our new Arian Congregation and ſpacious neu 
 Meeting-bouſe, now errefied and opewd to maintain 
and preach up that pernicious and deplorable Hereſy. 


ö 0 


HE firſt that J read of that were Profeſſors, and partly 
© broached this Hereſy, was about Anno 70, when Philetus 
and re hag taught that Jeſus was not the Son of God ; allo 
Phygellus Hyneneus, and Demas, forſook Paul, made Shipwreck 
of their Faith, and taught falſe Doctrine, 2 Tim. 1. 15. th 
17, Cap. 4. 10. Phygellus was one of the 70 Diſciples, and 
Biſhop of Epbeſus; Hermogenes was one of the 70, and Biſhop 
of Megara; Demus was alſo one of the 70, he forſagk the Truth 


of the Goſpel and became an Idol Prieft of Tbeſſalonica, where- 


fore ſaith St Paul, Heb. 10. 23, 25, 26. If we Sin wilfully after 
we have received the Knowledge of the Truth, there remaineth 1 
more Sacrifice fer Sin, but a certain fearful Looking for Tudgment 
and fiery Indignation, which ſhall devour the Adnerſaries. Ht 
that deſpiſed Moſes's Law died without Mercy, of how mach ſorer 
Puniſbment ſuppoſe ye, ſhall he be thought worthy, who hath trade 
ereſy of Philetus 
Hernogenes, Corintbus, and others, that taught in Ma wicked 
and Arian Doctrine, the Seed of. Antichriſt, 1 John 2. Ani 


4 ye have heard that Antichriſt ſhall come, even now are ther 
many Antichriſts, who is a Lyar, but he that denieth that Jeſus i 


the Chriſt, - he is Antichriſt that denieth the Father, and thi 


Jon; toboſoever denieih the Son, the ſame hath net the "_—_— &c, 


[27] » | 
] write theſe Things unto you, concerning them that ſeducs” yot, 
A plain and eminent Deſcription of the deplorable Arias Herely 
and its terrible Conſequences 1 Jobn 5. 16, 17. There is a Sin 
unto Death, I de no? ſay that he ſhall pray for it, all unrighteonf- 


? 5 


ne ſt is Sin, and their is a Sin not unto Death. Sia 

Now from the Apoſtles Time to the Grand Heretick Ariaus, 
there were ſeveral that held and maintained ſuch like Doctrine, 
which for Brevity I ſhall omit, and now proceed directly tofrious 
himſelf, he was born in Libia, and a Prieſt of Alexanüria aboùt 


Amo 330, ard hearing Alexander the Biſhop, treating curiou 


of the Trinity, ſet himſelf againſt the Biſhop, and taught (or faid) 


that the Son of God had a Beginning of Eſſence, and that there 


was a Time when he was not; that God was not always a Father; 


that the Son was not from everlaſting, but had his Beginning of 
nothing; that the Son of God was of free Will, inclined to virtue, 
and to vice, that he was a Creature, and that he had his Beginilitig 


of nothing, that God made him, which was not of that which is 


not made, not like unto the Father in Subſtance, neither the true 
Word of the Father by Nature, or his true Wiſdom, but made 
metaphorical'y the Word and the Wiſdom; which is God, in the 
which God made all Things, and him too; for which Cauſe, faid 
they, he was of a changable Nature, as all other reaſonable Crea- 
tures be, that the Father cannot be expreſs'd by the Son,” that the 
Son kneweth not the Father fully or abſolutely, neither can per- 
fectly diſcern him; that the Son perceiveth not the Subſtance" of 
the Father, as he is, but that he was made for our fakes. That 
God by him, as by an Inſtrument, might create us, and that he had 


not been had not God been moved to create us. 


4 * 


"Wherefore the Biſhops aſfembled at Mice, in Number nigh 100, 


and- the Opinions of Aricus and his Complices were fully handled 


in the Preſence of the Godly Emperor Conſtantine, and by the 
common Conſent of all pronounced, Arious and his Adherents 
which uttered theſe Things, and impudently avouched them, to- 
gether, with all ſuch as favo.ir the like fond Opinions, execrable 
Words, and blaſphembus Sentences, - to be held of all Men for ac- 
cuſed. Who then that hears of theſe Practiſes will not wonder at 
ſo ſtrange Blaſphemy, and ſtop his Ears let the Dregs of ſo 
deteſtable a Doctrine ſhould annoy the Senfe of hearing? And can, 
or will, it be ſuffered that thefe Arian, inſolent, and blaſphemous 
Principles, ſhall be publickly preached in our Metropolitan City, 
and a Meeting-houſe now errected, joyning thereto, for the public 
Preaching up the ſame? Who knows what may be the evil Conſe- 
quence thereof, which it is humbly hoped wil be prevented by 
thoſe in Authority ? D 2 Wher 


[ 28 
Wherefere now confider the deplorable End of that miſerable 
Wretch Arious, that being called before the Emperor Conſtantine 
to recant his Hereſy, he ſaid he would ſubſcribe to the Nicene- Council, 
and ſwear to his Deceit; ſo that he carried in his Boſom his heretical 
Opinion written in a Piece of Paper, and ſaid that when he came 
to the Book he would ſwear that he thought as he had written; 


(deceitfulh/ mgzning the Paper in his Boſom.) Wherefore com- 
ing from the Emperor after the Oath he had taken, with great 
Pomp through the Streets of Conſtantinople; he was taken with 
a ſudden Fear, and with all felt a Lask, and immediately asked 
were there was any Houſe of Eaſement? Thither he went and 
voided out his Guts, and a great Stream of Blood followed, and 
- after that his ſlender and ſmall Bowels flid out and Blood toge. her, 


with the Spleen and Liver, and he immediately died like a Dog. 


Now there then was, and hath ſince this Time been {ſeveral 
Biſhops, Prieſts and others that have imbibed and imbraced this 
- deplorable Hereſy, as well as theſe at this preſent Time amongſt us, 
deny ing and impunging the Godhead andDiety of the Son 5 God, 
and as it were of the Holy Ghoſt. 

Wherefore now conſider the Doctrine of our new fingle, fangle, 
modern 4rians, and although they endeavour to mingle Falſhood 
with Truth, let them not prevail, for Truth will ſpeak for itſelf. 
As to the Character of this new Arian Preacher I am a Stranger to 
it. In the Title-page of his Third Letter, he complains of being 
-charged with an Application to the Quakers, and attempts of Con- 
formity to the National Church, in which are alſo his Reaſons for 
making a Tour to Paris, and his leaving the Congregation at De- 
vonſbire Square, after his return. He profeſſes himſelf at this Time 
a Minifler of the Calviniſtical Baptiſt Perſuaſion. What I have now 
to ſpeakto, is the Doctrine he now profeſſes and preaches, as I find it 
delivered by himſelf, in his printed Letter (as he calls it) to the Reve- 
rend the Miniſters of the Calviniſtical Baptiſt Perſuaſion Meet- 

ing at Blackwell's 1 near Qucen's- ſtreet, London, on 

the difference which has ſubſiſted between that Body and the Au- 
thor, ſince his profeſſing the Doctrine of one God, and one Me- 
diator; wherein he complains that he was turned down Stairs, ex- 
cluded their Society, and treated as an Heretic before they had 
taken any Pains to make themſelves acquainted with his Principles, 
er he, in his Title Page of a Second Letter to them, plainly 
eclares. a 
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That his is not the Doctrine of One God, under Three different 
Names, nor of one Supream and two Subordinate Gods, nor of 
one God and two Powers: But that his is the Doctrine of one 
God, and one Mediator of one God, or one Divine Being, under 
his two comprehenſive Characters of Father and Spirit, the Former 
including all Titles of Relation, and the other all Terms of Ener- 
97 and one Mediator under the Characters of ine Son Jeſus 
* 2 14h. A 

— from his firſt Pamphlet, Page 9. he declares himſelf an 
Advocate for the Unitarian Syſtem; Page 11, he ſaith a Man may 
be a real Believer, nay an able Miniſter of Chri/?, upon the Unita- 
rian, as well as the Trinitarian Hypotheſis; and that he has.as much 
to ſay in the Defence of his Syſtem, as the Trizitarians can poſſibly 
havein Defence of theirs, and is rather inclined to believe and 
aſſert, that as the divine Eſſence is but one, ſo neither is the Divine 
Perſonality, Page 12, 13, as to all great concerns of Salvation; he 
imagines he may very ſafely affirm, that we get no more by three 
Divine Perſons then we do by one, becauſe each, according to you, 
ſtanding poſſeſed of every Excellence in Perfection, all of them 
together challenge no more; and if we gain no more by three, 
then we can promiſe our ſelves from one, who ſees not that the 
Multiplication as to us is intirely unneceſſary ? Two of the Three 
muſt be uſeleſs,” becauſe one poſſeſes ſeparately, all that the Three 
poſſeſs in Conjunction. And that as to the Divine Being, it 18 
certainly a very awkard Complement to him, to communicate his 
Eſſence ſo liberal, and introduce two as his Peers to ſhare equal 
Power, and Majeſty with him; whereas he is of Opinion that 
nothing ſo much exalts our Ideas of the Divine Being, as to ſuppoſe, 
that he is perſonaly one; that is · one infinite, undivided, conſcious 
Mind or inteligent Agent; that he acts as the Source, or Original 
of all divine Power and Grace, and is both Father to his People, 
and Spirit upon them, in and through the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the 
alone Medium of all gracious Relation, and Influence. Page 27» 
he faith that Trinity and Unity are incompatible, utterly incon- 
hſtant, and that you may as ſoon bring the North and the South 
together, as maintain both of them; at the ſame Time that they 


are two Oppoſites, two Contraries, and therefore if you will re- 


tain a Trinity, you muſt of Courſe revoke the Unity, and if you 
ill aſſert the Unity, you muſt needs give up the Trinity, that 
the Matter in Controverſy is the Doctrine of one God, and one 


Mediator, one of the great Truths of revealed Religion, this he 


neans perſonaly as well as eſſentially ; and faith, that others, if not 
all the Elders of that Board, have Perſons at this Time in their Con- 
gregations, 


[ 30 J 


om wide of the popular Scheme, and very far from be- 
ieving the Doctrine of one divine Eſſence, and threee divine Per- 
ſons and one Mediator, compouneded of two Natures hy poſtati. 
cally United into one Perſon, God and Man. There are many 
other particulars which I have omited, and ſhall now proceed to 
anſwer this afſertain, and maintain the T'rue and Orthodox 
Doctrine, Eternity, and Godhead of the moſt Holy Tri. 
nity, | 
Admit then that there are Perſons in their Congregations, a 
well as many others I meet with, that believe not truly the 
Doctrine of the Trinity, it is to be conceived that ſuch Pro- 
feſſors, as the Author hath. Impreſs'd and Imbibed thoſe: Here- 
tical and Arian Principles into them. I have talked with ſome 
of his Principles as Hearers, and find them direct Arians, who 
with him are now to be oppoſed. n 
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SECT.ION VII. 


Of the Eternity, Godhead, Divinity, Perſonality an 
du of the moſt Holy Tig. 


EHOLD the World is corrupted and become the 
D open Shop of Satan, to deceive Mankind, with all Abomi- 
nations. Such are the Carriers Abroad of Lies and falſe Do- 
ctrine, that tie the Senſe of God's Scriptures unto the Senſe 
and Snatching of their own Imaginations, fiting in Judgment 
againſt the Spirit of God, and preſume to teach. and open 
the ſecret Chambers of the Higheſt, and lead away where 
they cannot bring home, Underitand therefore that the Holy 
Ghoſt is the School Maſter of the whole Flock, and Con- 
gregation of Chriſt; it followeth then that the one Doctrine 
taught by the Holy Ghoſt, is a Leſſon unto ail. Which of the Pro- 
hets or Apoſtles hath tied Reaſon to the divine Eſſence, Unity, 
and 1 of the moſt Holy Trinity ? They were Par- 
takers of the 


not teach to unfold the Myſteries of God by | Reaſon, but by 
Faith, and were the Ground-layers and Founders of the Church: 


Therefore let us cleave to the Church of Chrift, were we 
| \ : . | 


eavenly Viſions and Celeſtial Comforts, and did}. 


1 Cor. 1. 2 
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ſhall Underſtand God's Word according to the Holy Spirit int 
2 viſible Church, even unto the End of the World; many 
read the Scriptures: and are coufounded, becauſe they ſeek their 
own Glory and not the Glory of God, and herein doth Satan 
rejoice, * that with the ſame Meat that God feedeth; even 
with the Self-ſame, he confoundeth, as is apparent from our 
Author's Text: So that by his Method, we might have as many 
different Sects of People, as their are Varieties of Scripture taken 
ſeperately. But to proceed I ſhall compare one Text with 
another, and then ſee what will become of his abominable Do- 
ctrine: And Firſt J ſhall begin with his, 1 Tim. 2. 8. For their 
is one God and one Mediator between God and Man, tbelllan Chrift 
Jeſus, but Verſe 3, we have it, God our Saviour, and Chap. 3. 
16. That without Controverſy, great is the Myſtery of Godlineſs, 
God was manifeſt in the Fleſh, Believed on inthe World, received up 


in Glory, 2 Cor. 15. 9. That God was in Chriſt reconciling the | 
World unto himſelf. Coloſſ. 2. 9. For in bim dwelleth all 


the fullneſs of the Godhead bodily. Iſa, 9. 6. For uno us 4 
Childis born, unto us a Son is given, and the Government ſhall be 
upon his Shoulder: And his Name ſhall be called, Wonderful Coun- 
ſeller, the mighty God, The everlaſting Father, the Prince of Peace. 
John 14. 8, 9, 10, 11. Philip faith unto Bim, Lord ſpew ns 
the Fatber, and it ſufficeth us. Teſus ſaith unto bim, have I 
been ſo long Time with you, and yet haſt thou not known me, Phil. 


lip! He that hath ſeen me, hath ſeen the Father : And how ſaye 


thou then, ſhew us the Father ? Believeſt thou not that I am in the 
Father, and the Father in ne? The Words that I ſpeak unto you 
F ſpeak not of myſelf : But the Father, that dwellzth in ne, he doth 
the Works. Believe me that I am in the Father, andthe Father in 
me : Or elſe believe me for the Worts ſake. John1o. 30. 1 and 
my Father are one. Gen. 1. 2, 26, 27. And the Spirit of God 
moved upon the Face of the Waters. Aud God ſaid let us make Man 
in our own Image, after our Likeneſs. So God created Man in his 
own Image, in the Image of God created he him, John 1. 2, 3, 4. 
34. In the Beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 
and the Mord was God; the ſame was in the Beginning with God. 
All Things were made by him, and without him was not a 
made that was made © In him was I. 
of Men. And IT ſaw and bare Reco 


ny Thing 


rd that this is the Son of God. 

Ho 4+ Chriſt the Power of God, and (he Wiſdom of 
od. 

| Wherefore how can it be, when 


of God is and muſt be acknowledged the Word, Power, and Wiſ- 


dom 


ift, and that Life was the Light 


it is evident that the only Son 
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dom of God, that there could be a Time when he was not, which 
is as if a Man would ſay, God ſometime wanted both Word, 
Power, and Wiſdom, whence from theſe Texts are directly ſpecified 
the Eternity, Godhead, Perſonality and Unity of the moſt Holy 
Trinity. Mat. 4. 7. Feſus ſaid unto the Devil, thou ſhalt not 
tempt the Lord thy God, Mat. 1. 23. Chap. 3. 11. He Jour bap- 
tize you with the Holy Ghoft and with Fire. Mat. 28. 18; 19. And 
Feſus tame and ſpeak unto them ſaying, all Power is given unto me in 
| Heaven and in Earth,go ye therefore and teach all Nations, baptiz ing 

them inthe Name of theFatber, and of the Son and of Holy Ghoft. John 
3. 16, 17, 18, 19, 20. For God ſent not his Son into the Warld to 
condemn the World; but that the World through him migbt be ſaved, 
He that believeth on him, is not condemned : But he that believeth 
not, is condemned already, becauſe he hath not believed in the Name 
of the only begotten Son of God. | | 


How then can we promiſe our ſelves no more by three Perſons Penſil 
in the Unity of the Trinity than by one, when it is evident that no In the 
Man can be faved but by theExcellence and Perfection of all of them Wy Fa 
together; there is much more to be ſaid on this Subject and Do- ne k 
ctrine which I muſt omit at preſent, having done that in another Im- Hany. 


preſſion, and ſhall only now add that God in his great Mercy was C 
Pleaſed no longer fince, then in the Reign of the late Queen Eli- Fer ſa. 
zabeth,to deliver unto us by the Adminiſtration of Angels, the Truth K-1/it:: 
of this Doctrine, by whom he was pleaſed to ſhew us a very Great ii 


and Supernatural Miracle to confirm the Truth hereof as fol- Ins 4: 
: he N 


low. 8 

That the Original Perſon who received theſe ſayings from the ith, 
Angels, being on certain Occaſions in Poland, with his Manuſcripty iter / 
and Records, they were burnt in a Furnace, on the 1oth Day of {Kinds 
April 1586, as is thought by Command and Inſtigation of the Pope's Pjirit 
Nuncio, and Reſtored again by an Angel, on the 3oth Day of the Memb. 


ſame Month, having no Shew or Sign that they had been in the For tb. 
Fire, or any Thing wanting, which I ſaw and inſpected in the 
King's Cottonian Library at Weſtminiſter, and have collected and 
printed more at large in the ſaid Impreſſion, and from which the 
following Particulars are taken. | 
Now God the Image of his Father, grieved at the Fall of Man, 
and moved with Pity, vouchſafed, becauſe of the Excellency of Man, 
to enter into Man, being before ſeperated into Man ; not that he 
would beautify: himſelf with any Thing that Man had; but that 
becoming Man, begotten of the Holy Ghoſt, he might make Man 
5 | 1 acceptable 
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in Unity. For Juſtice and Terrour is God the Father, Mereß 


ud Love is God the Son, Wildom and Knowledge is God t- 


Holy Ghoſt. And as the Father is Eternal, ſo is the Son Eternal; 
ch which Eternity of the Father and the Son, is the Holy Ghoſt - 
d, Eternal, proceeding equally as the Finger of God and Spirit of Truth, 
ed Ito the general Workmanſhip of God's Determination knit together. 
ly [Three Perſons, the Subſtance is attributed to God the Father, 
-of Ithe Firſt circular Mover; the Circumference is God the Son, the 
p- ringer of the Father and Mover of all Things; the Order and 
nd Knitting 3 of the Parts in their due and perfect Proportion, 
in I God the Holy Ghoſt. Lo, the Beginning and the End of all 
ng Erhings. Impire moſt High Glory and Thanks throughout all Crea- 
hn ures be unto thee, O Eternal God Firſt, Secondly, Redeeming, 
4% Rnd Thirdly ſanctifying the World in his Creation, now and for 
4. Fever and as long as it ſhall be ſaid Oſan na in the Quireof the High 
th od, Amen. | | 
ne | Bleſſed be God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy 

hoſt, one True, Mighty, Perfect, Everlaſting, and Incompre- 


ns Mienſible God, which will be comprehended with thoſe that live 


no Wn the Heavens, the True Church of God, of ſuch as meaſure him 
m Wy Faith and not Reaſon, for the Father, Son, and Spirit are 
o- Ine but of themſelves, being diliated are full of Power, and 
n- an), . | 
ras I Cor, Chap. 12. Wherefore I give you to underſtand, that no Man 
i- Ian /ay that 2 is the Lord, but by the Holy Ghoſt : There are di- 
th %/%ties of Gifts, but the ſame Spirits and there are Difference of Ad- 
> iniſtrations, but the ſame Lord; and there are Diverſ;ties of Opera- 
Jl Im but it is the ſame God which worketh all in all. To one is given 
he Word of Wiſdom, to another the Word of Knowledge, to another 
he With, to another Healing, ts another Working of Miracles, to an- 


ots ber Propheſy, to another diſcerning of Spirits, to another divers 
of {Kinds of Tongues : But all theſe worketh that one and the ſelf-ſame 


pirit : For as the Body is one, and hath many Members, all the 
Members of that one Body being many are one Body, ſo alſo is Chriſt z 


or the Body is not ons Member but many, &c. 
MN 
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table again with God his Father. God himſelf, with God 
ccep ner. God himſelf, wit 1 
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